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This is a concept not unknown here in RSA but packaged rather differently

It was defined as:

An investment process that considers the social and environmental consequences of corporate policies and practices , both positive and negative , within the context of rigorous financial analysis.

There are four fundamental approaches:

      Screening

      Analysis

      Shareholder Advocacy

      Community Investing

A total of $2.16trillion in assets (11% of funds under professional management) are identified as using one of the core strategies above.

The SRI assets are claimed to have grown 40% faster than the broader market from 1995 to 2003.

Whilst certain of the statistics presented were at least interesting  the social screens nevertheless act as early warning indicators into the financial health of a company.
